
Justification and Redemption: Protestant Perspectives 

Grace, class 6 

Nominalism: Reason Called into Question 
 Emphasis on Exterior Grace 
 Nominalism in se 

o Denial of universals 
o General ideas are mere names 

 William of Ockham (1280-1349) 
o Human reason is limited 
o Reason cannot know the will of God 
o Right and wrong is determined by the divine will 

 Supremacy of the divine will 
 Importance of every act of the human will 

o There is no natural law knowable to human reason 
o God’s power is not limited by human reason 

 Questioning of the sanctifying effect of created grace in regard to salvation 
o Facientibus quod in se est Deus non denegat gratiam: the problem of merit 
o Detachment of God’s will from reason and from nature 

 Gabriel Biel (1425-1495) 
o The love of God merits grace 

The Protestant Reformation 
The bow of God's wrath is bent, and the arrow made ready on the string, and justice bends the arrow at your heart, and 
strains the bow, and it is nothing but the mere pleasure of God, and that of an angry God, without any promise or obligation at 
all, that keeps the arrow one moment from being made drunk with your blood. Thus all you that never passed under a great 
change of heart, by the mighty power of the Spirit of God upon your souls; all you that were never born again, and made new 
creatures, and raised from being dead in sin, to a state of new, and before altogether unexperienced light and life, are in the 
hands of an angry God. However you may have reformed your life in many things, and may have had religious affections, and 
may keep up a form of religion in your families and closets, and in the house of God, it is nothing but his mere pleasure that 
keeps you from being this moment swallowed up in everlasting destruction. However unconvinced you may now be of the 
truth of what you hear, by and by you will be fully convinced of it. Those that are gone from being in the like circumstances 
with you, see that it was so with them; for destruction came suddenly upon most of them; when they expected nothing of it, 
and while they were saying, Peace and safety: now they see, that those things on which they depended for peace and safety, 
were nothing but thin air and empty shadows. The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider, or some 
loathsome insect over the fire, abhors you, and is dreadfully provoked: his wrath towards you burns like fire; he looks upon 
you as worthy of nothing else, but to be cast into the fire; he is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in his sight; you are ten 
thousand times more abominable in his eyes, than the most hateful venomous serpent is in ours. You have offended him 
infinitely more than ever a stubborn rebel did his prince; and yet it is nothing but his hand that holds you from falling into the 
fire every moment. It is to be ascribed to nothing else, that you did not go to hell the last night; that you were suffered to 
awake again in this world, after you closed your eyes to sleep. And there is no other reason to be given, why you have not 
dropped into hell since you arose in the morning, but that God's hand has held you up. There is no other reason to be given 
why you have not gone to hell, since you have sat here in the house of God, provoking his pure eyes by your sinful wicked 
manner of attending his solemn worship. Yea, there is nothing else that is to be given as a reason why you do not this very 
moment drop down into hell. O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is a great furnace of wrath, a wide and 
bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you are held over in the hand of that God, whose wrath is provoked and incensed 
as much against you, as against many of the damned in hell. You hang by a slender thread, with the flames of divine wrath 
flashing about it, and ready every moment to singe it, and burn it asunder; and you have no interest in any Mediator, and 
nothing to lay hold of to save yourself, nothing to keep off the flames of wrath, nothing of your own, nothing that you ever 
have done, nothing that you can do, to induce God to spare you one moment. 

—from Jonathan Edwards “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” (1741) 
 

Martin Luther 

Forensic justification 
 There is nothing in sinful human nature that can merit grace 

o Salvation by faith alone 
o simil justus et peccator 

Blessed assurance 
 Righteousness in Christ (iustitia Dei) 



o Goodness in one’s own eyes 
o Goodness in the eyes of God (iustitia Christi aliena) 

Denial of created grace as justifying 
 Sanctifying grace 
 Transmission of grace 

Role of law 
 Restraint of sin through political authority 
 Conviction of the sinner 

Works 
 Fruit and evidence of salvation 

Augsburg Confession 
 “We receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith” 
 The ministry facilitates faith 
 Good works show God’s favor but do not earn us righteousness 
 Free will allows for an honorable life but without grace does not make one acceptable to God 
 Good works are important, but they do not make us righteous before God 
 Faith is confidence in God and in the fulfillment of his promises. 
 The saints are important examples, but prayer to them is not supported in Scripture. 

Philip Melancthon 
 Modified Lutheranism 
 Cooperation in salvation 
 Monkish errors 
 We can earn eternal life by our works 
 We can share our merits with others 
 Indwelling of Christ 

John Calvin & Reformed Christianity 
 Election, Justification, Sanctification, Glorification 
 Adherence to Christ: Justification by Christ alone 
 Ultra-Calvinism: Theodore Beza 

o Five Articles of the Synod of Dort 
 total depravity 
 unconditional election 
 limited atonement 
 irresistible grace 
 perseverance of the elect by grace alone 

 Ordo salutis 
 Arminius 

Westminster Confession 
 Some are predestined to everlasting life, others to everlasting 

death 
 Christ died only for the elect. 
 God directs all things towards the salvation of the elect and the free rejection of him by the damned 
 Sin corrupted humanity fully 
 Corrupt nature remains in the regenerated 
 Faith is the condition of the second covenant 
 The call of God achieves what it wishes: Irresistible Grace 
 The unelect can never be saved; non-Christians can never be saved no matter how naturally righteous their lives are 
 Justification is not the infusion of righteousness but a non-accounting of sins 

o They are covered over by Christ’s righteousness 
 Sanctification follows upon justification 
 Perseverance is through the decree of election 
 Assurance of faith is accessible to the elect 
 The law is the judge of righteousness, the protector of society, and the guide for the elect 

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
 

This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long; 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior, all the day long. 

 
2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 
 
3. Perfect submission, all is at rest 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 



Council of Trent 

Background  
 Called by Paul III in 1545, 25 years after Martin Luther’s breaking away from Rome 
 Disbanded by Paul IV 
 Concluded in 1563 by Pius IV 
 Promulgated by Pius V 

Doctrinal points  
 Extreme understandings of grace 
 Predestination 
 Forensic grace 

Decree on Original Sin 
 Corruption 
 Infant baptism 
 Remission of sin and concupiscence/state of sin 

Decree on Justification 
 The act of justification (chapters 1-9) 

o Incapacity for a people to save themselves 
 Neither the gentiles by nature or the Jews by law could be saved (1) 
 Christ, through his blood, propitiates God for the sins of the whole world (2) 
 Though he died for all, the merits of his passion must be communicated in order for salvation to 

reach each individual (3) 
 The beginning of justification and the preparation for it is due to the prevenient grace of God, 

calling people without regard for merit (5) 
o Necessary cooperation of free will with divine grace 

 Justification occurs when the person freely accepts, assents to, and cooperates with this grace 
 The manifestation of this acceptance and cooperation is penitence and longing for baptism (6) 

o Justification includes sanctification 
 The inward person is sanctified when justified (7) 
 Cause of justification: final cause is the glory of God and life everlasting; efficient cause is the 

merciful God; the meritorious cause is the action of Christ; the instrumental cause is the 
sacrament of baptism; the formal cause is the justice of God whereby he makes us just. 

 “we are not only reputed, but are truly called, and are, just, receiving justice within us, each one 
according to his own measure, which the Holy Ghost distributes to everyone as He wills, and 
according to each one's proper disposition and co-operation.” 

o Faith must be combined with hope and charity (7) 
 Faith is the beginning of justification (8) 
 Yet faith is nothing if works do not flow from it (8) 

o Confidence in justification is contrary to the humble recognition of the sovereign act of God in 
justification (9) 

 Perseverance in justification (chapters 10-13) 
o Those who have been justified now advance in holiness (10) 

 Justification gives the ability to follow the commandments (11) 
 Good works are necessary and possible after justification (11) 

o Predestination cannot be known in this life (12) 
o Perseverance comes from grace, thus we must work out our salvation in fear and trembling by 

doing works and acts of charity and prayer (13) 
 Loss of grace (chapters 14-16) 

o Grievous sin results in a loss of grace unless countered with the sacrament of penance (14) 
o Grievous sin is not just loss of faith but also a mortal sin, in which faith remains (15) 
o Salvation is a gift and a reward for the fulfillment of the law in the grace of Christ (16) 

The Sacrifice of the Mass 
 Unbloody sacrifice 
 Continuing Christ’s sacrifice 
 Salutary effects 
 Truly propitiatory 
 Offered for sins, punishments, satisfactions, and other necessities for the living as well as for the purification of the 

dead 

Points of agreement 
 No one can do good without grace 



 Justification rests upon being born again and is linked to baptism 
 Justification is an act of God, not of human works 
 People are not saved by nature or by the law, but by God; this is due to sin 
 Merely extrinsic justification is false 

Points of divergence 
 Adults must accept justification, even though the disposition comes from grace 
 Justification and sanctification are linked 
 Assurance of salvation is false 
 The fear of hell is not a sin 
 Temporal punishment is necessary, once sin is forgiven 
 Cooperation with God’s grace merits further justification 
 Initial justification by grace may be increased through acts of charity 
 Grace is mediated by the sacraments 
 The Church can dispense grace 

Modern progress in discussion of justification 

 Joint Declaration on Justification  (1999)  
Purpose:  “namely, to show that on the basis of their dialogue the subscribing Lutheran churches and the 
Roman Catholic Church are now able to articulate a common understanding of our justification by God's 
grace through faith in Christ. It does not cover all that either church teaches about justification; it does 
encompass a consensus on basic truths of the doctrine of justification and shows that the remaining 
differences in its explication are no longer the occasion for doctrinal condemnations.” 

 Biblical Message of Justification 
o traces the biblical roots of the action of God on behalf of humanity in Christ 

 The Doctrine of Justification as an Ecumenical Problem 
o the interpretation of the biblical message was a chief divider at the time of the Reformation 

 The Common Understanding of Justification 
o Shared understanding of basic truths, with a difference in explications of particular statements 

(14) 
o Justification is the work of the triune God: grace alone (15) 
o All people are called to salvation in Christ & we receive salvation in faith. (16) 
o Faith is God’s gift through the Holy Spirit which leads to a renewal of life (16) 
o Our new life is due solely to the forgiving and renewing mercy of God (17) 
o The doctrine of justification has an essential relation to all doctrines (18) 

 Explicating the Common Understanding of Justification 
o Sin makes humans powerless to respond to God: when Catholics speak of cooperation, they 

mean cooperation by means of grace rather than with grace itself; when Lutherans speak of the 
impossibility of cooperation, they do not deny that people can oppose God’s saving action, but 
that they cannot contribute to their own justification. (19-21) 

o God forgives sin by grace and grants the Holy Spirit that enables people to love: the Lutheran 
emphasis on forensic justification does not intend to deny a renewal of the Christian’s life; 
Catholics emphasize that forgiving grace brings with it new life without denying that the gift of 
grace is independent of human cooperation. (22-24) 

o Justification is by faith, not works, yet works flow from justification: Lutherans distinguish 
between justification itself by faith and the renewal of one’s life that necessarily flows from it; 
Catholics likewise emphasize that justification proceeds solely from the grace of God, while 
emphasizing the renewal in hope and love that necessarily accompanies faith. (25-27) 

o The state of justification requires continual renewal in the Spirit: Lutherans understand this in 
terms of being simultaneously a sinner and justified; Catholics emphasize rather that the 
sacrament of penance plays a continual role in the renewal of the person. For Catholics, the 
inclination to sin itself is not sin, whereas Lutherans are more likely to speak in these terms. 
(28-30) 

o We are justified by faith, not by law yet the law retains its validity for the justified: Lutherans 
emphasize the role of the law in the recognition of sin and need for God’s help; Catholics 
emphasize the need for the law in guiding the justified to holiness. (31-33) 

o We can rely on the promises and mercy of God and trust in God for our salvation: the Reformers 
particularly emphasized this assurance; Catholics recognize this but emphasize that this does 
not imply that the believer can overlook the need to persevere in holiness. (34-36) 



Oh Holy Night 
 
Oh holy night  
The stars are brightly shining  
It is the night of the dear Savior's birth  
Long lay the world in sin and error pining  
Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.  
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.  
  
Fall on your knees  
Oh hear the angel voices  
Oh night divine  
Oh night when Christ was born  
Oh night divine  
Oh night divine. 
  
Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming  
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand  
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming  
Here come the wise men from Orient land  
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger  
In all our trials born to be our friend.  
 
Fall on your knees  
Oh hear the angel voices  
Oh night divine  
Oh night when Christ was born  
Oh night divine  
Oh night divine. 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another  
His law is love and His gospel is peace  
Chains shall He break for the slave is our brother  
And in His name all oppression shall cease  
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
Let all within us praise His holy name.  
  
Fall on your knees  
Oh hear the angel voices  
Oh night divine  
Oh night when Christ was born  
Oh night divine  
Oh night divine. 
 

Oh Little Town of 
Bethlehem 
 
Oh little town of Bethlehem,  
How still we see thee lie  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
The silent stars go by;  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth  
The everlasting Light;  
The hopes and fears of all the years  
Are met in thee tonight. 
  
For Christ is born of Mary,  
And gathered all above,  
While mortals sleep, the angels keep  
Their watch of wondering love.  
Oh morning stars, together  
Proclaim the holy birth  
And praises sing to God the King,  
And peace to men on earth.  
  
How silently, how silently,  
The wondrous gift is given 
So God imparts to human hearts  
The blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming,  
But in this world of sin,  
Where meek souls will receive him, still  
The dear Christ enters in. 
  
Where children pure and happy  
Pray to the blessed Child,  
Where misery cries out to thee,  
Son of the mother mild;  
Where charity stands watching  
And faith holds wide the door,  
The dark night wakes, the glory breaks,  
And Christmas comes once more. 
  
Oh holy Child of Bethlehem  
Descend to us, we pray;  
Cast out our sin and enter in,  
Be born in us today.  
We hear the Christmas angels  
The great glad tidings tell;  
Oh come to us, abide with us,  
Our Lord Emmanuel.  
 

o Good works flow from justification and Christian life carries the obligation towards good works: 
Catholics hold that good works contribute to growth in grace, thus meriting heaven without 
implying that such works are possible without grace; Lutherans do not speak of merit in regard 
to the works which flow from justification nor of a direct relationship of reward with the degree 
of works. (37-39) 

 The Significance and Scope of the Consensus Reached 
o The dialogue partners declare that sufficient agreement exists and that the differences that 

remain are not church dividing. (40) 
o They declare that the doctrinal condemnations of the 16th century in regard to justification to 

not apply to the current teachings of the Lutheran and Roman Catholic Churches. (41) 
o The condemnations themselves retain their force as doctrinal statements. (42) 

 
 
 

 


